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Gilbert Presbyterian Church  
Buildings & Grounds Committee  

Annual Report for 2024 
 

The B&G Committee’s Job Description -   
B&G is responsible for the operation & maintenance of the church buildings 
and property, including: 

● Maintaining all equipment and facilities. 
● Arranging for work sessions for cleaning, general maintenance, and 

campus upkeep, etc. 
● Reviewing and recommending appropriate insurance coverage for the 

church. 
● Organizing and maintaining kitchen facilities and equipment. 
● Maintaining the esthetics of the buildings and campus. 
● Providing property management services. 

 
Security & Safety -   

● There was an inspection of the Palmer Center in April by the Arizona 
Department of Development.  There were no issues identified during the 
inspection.  This was a requirement for the summer camp planned  by 
Assure Healthcare Group. 

● The Town of Gilbert Fire Department conducted an inspection of both 
buildings in May.  There was one issue identified to correct gaps in the 
electrical panel in the Sanctuary building.  The gaps were corrected, 
resulting in a passing inspection. 

● The fire system and alarm provider, Cross Fire Protection, conducted the 
annual test and inspection in both buildings in August.  This included the 
sprinkler system, smoke alarms, emergency lights and exit lights, and fire 
extinguishers.  There were three issues identified: two failed emergency 
lights were replaced in house; two pressure gauges on the sprinkler 
system were out of date and replaced in house; the tamper switch on the 
fire water supply valve was not functioning, this was rewired and 
replaced by Cross Fire in September. 

● There were four documented alarms/warnings of the Palmer Center fire 
alarm system in 2024.  The alarms were as follows: temperature change 
sensor warning in May, alarm cleared, and was rechecked during the 
annual fire system test; power loss warning in May, related to the APS 
transformer change out; smoke alarm warning in September, service call 
found and cleaned a smoke sensor; backup battery alarm in November, 
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backup batteries were replaced.  We continue to timely respond, 
investigate and repair where necessary the fire system alarms. 
 

Contracts & Documents -  
● Service agreements for janitorial and HVAC inspection were rebid in 

2024.  Janitorial remained with Kunz Janitorial without a price increase.  
HVAC Inspection was moved to Mason Pro Services with a price savings 
over the incumbent service company. Landscape remained with the 
same contractor (Umbrella Landcare) without a price increase for 2024. 

● Facility Rentals for 2024 included: Revival Presbyterian Church; four 
AA/Al-Anon/NA organizations (4 nights/week); Venture Upward School (1 
day/week); Paradise Earth Academy (4 days/week) and Assure 
Healthcare Group.  Assure Healthcare Group conducted an eight week 
summer camp for children with developmental disabilities in the 
June/July timeframe when the other school organizations were not in 
session.   

● The Palmer Center building is now utilized six days/week and most 
nights. 

● Along with increased utilization of the church campus, there were several 
issues that were mediated.  This is not unexpected for space shared by 
eight tenants in addition to the GPC family. 

● The GPC Lease Fee Schedule was refreshed, and the update approved by 
Session in April. 

● The Key Issue Policy was reviewed and refreshed. 
 
Interior Repairs -  

● Plumbing was repaired / replaced as necessary.  
● Lighting was repaired / lamps and bulbs replaced as necessary. 
● The Narthex ceiling was repaired and retextured in April.  Repairs made 

to the flat roof of the Sanctuary building in 2023 have so far been effective 
at preventing water damage to the Narthex ceiling. 

● Carpeted areas in both buildings had additional attention.  Problem 
areas were cleaned using the church’s carpet cleaner.  Minor repairs 
continued on areas with loose carpet fibers.  Two carpet spill kits were 
assembled and placed in the two areas in the Palmer Center with the 
highest use. 

● The janitor closet in the Palmer Center was de-inventoried of any 
hazardous materials, some supplies and cleaning materials that are no 
longer in use.  
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Exterior Repairs -  
● The flat roof portions of both buildings were inspected.  Several leaks and 

blisters were repaired with the silicone elastomeric material used for the 
roof coating.  This activity will be repeated on an annual basis.   

● A water leak on the supply line to the campus was identified and repaired.  
The leak was near the Town of Gilbert service entrance, and required an 
excavation 4-5 feet deep.   The initial estimate for the repair by a plumbing 
contractor was $4,000-5,000. The repair was done with B&G committee 
members and a contractor, with all costs donated by B&G members.  

● The transformer located at the electrical service entrance was replaced 
by APS in May.  This is an APS owned piece of equipment. 

● The crushed stone areas by the water leak repair and in the patio area 
were topped off to bring the level back up to the sidewalk level and 
minimize any tripping hazard. 

 
HVAC -  

● All service disconnect switches for the eleven rooftop HVAC units on the 
Palmer Center were reconditioned.  This item had been noted in the 
HVAC inspections.   

● One of the two compressor units that heat and cool the Sanctuary was 
found to be low on refrigerant during the pre-cooling season inspection.  
A leak was identified, repaired and refrigerant added. 

● The Sanctuary HVAC unit noted above consists of two compressors that 
are 22 years old, and one air handler that is 36 years old.  An estimate was 
requested for this unit, so that the replacement cost is well understood 
when this unit needs replacement. 

● The Narthex HVAC unit failed in late June.  This was also a 22 year old 
compressor unit and 36 year old air handler.  Multiple bids were received, 
Session approval for the expenditure received, and the unit replaced in 
late July. 

● There were multiple problems with the programmable thermostats in the 
Palmer Center.  The problems resulted in several instances where the 
HVAC units would not function properly.  The problems appeared to be 
related to the power outage that happened when the main transformer 
was replaced in May.  Some diligent troubleshooting and reprogramming 
appeared to have fixed the problem, but a change out will start on these 
older thermostat models. 

● The fan motor for the Kitchen Area HVAC in the Palmer Center failed, and 
will be replaced in-house in early 2025. 
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● In recognition of the age of the 17 HVAC units in the two buildings, we 
resurrected and updated a replacement schedule, including expected 
replacement costs.  Eleven of the 17 units are greater than 20 years old.  
A budget item was added to include additions to the reserve fund so GPC 
is better prepared for the eventual failure of the units. 
 

Landscaping & Irrigation -  
● The trimming of the seven Russian Olive trees next to the west parking lot 

was brought in house in 2024.  This resulted in a savings of $1500 versus 
the price quoted by the contractor who previously did this service. 

● The garden area used by PEA was equipped with a new irrigation 
controller, hose bibb and irrigation risers and emitters.  The equipment 
and installation was donated by a B&G member.  

● Palm trees on the church property (eleven in total) were trimmed, with 
the service donated by a B&G member.  

● The main irrigation controller for the church campus failed in May, and 
was replaced.  The equipment and installation again was donated by a 
B&G member. 

● Various leaks on the irrigation zones, both from emitters and piping were 
repaired as needed. 

● The lawn was overseeded in the Fall. The lawn is actively used by the 
school groups in the fall, winter and spring. 

 
 Other Miscellaneous -  

● The B&G Committee started a project to mitigate possible damage from 
water leaks in the buildings.  There was an inspection, and a project list 
put together.  The projects include: replacement of one deteriorated 
water heater; adding containment pans with drains to the water heaters 
where not present; adding drains to the Palmer Center restrooms; 
installing leak detectors in key areas with call out capability.  The projects 
should be completed in 2025. 

● The B&G Committee started looking at building maintenance in the 
Palmer Center to make sure that the high level of use in that building does 
not result in deterioration of the condition or appearance of that building. 

 
Donations of time, materials & money -  

The B&G committee once again provided time, talent and treasures for 
maintenance and improvement of the church campus.  Donations of 
equipment and service for 2024 were in excess of $2500.  The willingness 
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of B&G members to help with our stewardship of the church campus is 
priceless!  
 

Meeting day/time -  
B&G meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 7pm virtually via 
Zoom. 

 
Those serving on the 2022 B&G Committee were -  

Greg Smith (chair), and in alphabetical order - Bret Blackburn, Gaill 
Blackburn, Sean Gallagher, Lyn Goodbar, Bruce Jackson, Roy Martin, 
Dave Peterson and John Stover. 

 
Submitted by:  Greg Smith, B&G 2024 Chair 
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Board of Deacons Annual Report 2024 

 

The Board of Deacons for 2024 consisted of the following: Bret Blackburn 
(2024), Carole Blake (2026), Linda Gibbons (2024), Betty Gleason (2024), 
Cheri Peterson (2026), Diane Schans (2025), Betty Walford (2024), Mary Ann 
Wilkie (2025) and Cheryl Williams (2025). 

Two Deacons each month were happy to organize and host the Fellowship 
Time each Sunday morning following worship.  This is an important time for 
the congregation to gather casually and visit with each other.  The Sunday 
morning crowds grew as the year went on.  It was decided to reduce the 
“menu” of fellowship time to beverages only during the summer months June, 
July, August and September when crowds were smaller and there are fewer 
Deacons available. 

The Deacons provided flowers to honor ladies on Mother’s Day Sunday and 
small candy bars to honor men on Father’s Day Sunday.  A new tradition was 
started of providing a cake during coffee time to honor new members on the 
Sunday they join. 

The Deacons were happy to help with the 40th Anniversary Celebration on 
October 6th. The event was a great success with the careful planning of a 
special 40th Anniversary Committee. 

Each Deacon made an effort to stay in touch with their flock members and to 
keep the office apprised of any who were moving away or leaving the church.  
They kept the congregation up to date on events coming up in the church 
calendar. 

Pastor George and Deacons were happy to visit elderly members in their 
homes and to serve communion. 

At the December meeting, we welcomed new Deacons: Thomas Lemme 
(2027), Norm Haskett (2027), Rocky Mackey (2025), Kevin Burgess (2027) and 
John Paterson (2025).     
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GPC Christian Education Annual Report for 2024 
 
 
Members of the Christian Education committee included Judy Sullivan (chair), 
Ginny Goodbar (co-chair), Linda Gibbons, Lynn Clapper, Cheryl Williams, 
Ginger Williams, David Burel, and Pastor George Prohaska. 
 
The GPC Child Safety policy was revised and approved by Session.  
Background checks are being conducted for all paid employees and will next 
be completed for all volunteers who work with children.  An on-line training 
will be provided to all who pass the background check. 
 
GPC provided financial support to the Montlure Traveling Day Camp program, 
and several children from GPC attended. 
 
Alex Martin was presented with a Bible in May, a tradition for students 
completing third grade. 
 
For the 2024-25 school year, the children’s Sunday school class is using a 
new curriculum, “Awesome Adventures”, which is put out by the PC (USA) 
store. 
 
The midweek Bible study group studied the Book of Revelations. 
 
The adult video Sunday school class studies included “Be Still and Know I Am 
God”, and “He Chose The Nails”. 
 
The second adult Sunday school class studied famous theologians and also 
studied The Confession of 1967. 
 
The monthly book discussion group read Freeing Congregational Mission.  
Due to a low number of participants, the group is looking to move to in-person 
meetings in the future, in the hopes of upping participation. 
 
For 2025, we are looking for additional volunteer teachers for all of the Sunday 
school classes. 
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GPC Finance Committee Annual Report for 2024  

 

Committee members for the start of 2024 were: Mary Sumner (Chairperson), 
Bruce Jackson (Co-Chairperson), John Stover, Carole Blake, Greg Smith, Sue 
Jax and Pastor George Prohaska. 

Sue Jax resigned from the committee in the summer of 2024. 

Marla Jackson and Anne Barton completed the yearly audit on January 28, 
2024, finding that the financial statements did accurately reflect the position 
and operations of GPC. 

In January 2024, Hoyte Mitchell gave an update on pledges for 2024.  Pledges 
received were $166,272.0 and $2,233.00 for Per Capita. 

There was no meeting in February 2024. 

At the meeting in March the reports for the months of January and February 
stated our income exceeded our expenses by $7.824.71. 

A donation of $500.00 from Western Theological Seminary was received. It 
was approved by the Mission Committee to issue a check for these funds to 
Paradise Earth Academy to help support them. 

There was no meeting held in April,2024 

In May the I.T. committee was formed with a new G/L of 55495.  With Pastor 
Prohaska had requested 10 weeks off for the summer which reduced in his 
salary.  These funds were made available to cover the Info Tech expenses.  A 
motion to Session was made to have these funds of $5,800.00 moved for G/L 
account 51111 (Pastor’s Salary) to G/l account 55495 (IT). 

June 2024, The Tech team was able to update our membership database from 
an obsolete version of Servant Keeper to a cloud-based, fully supported 
version.  This database is used to maintain the church roll as well as 
pledging/giving records.  The Tech team were able to switch to a satellite 
internet service to save $100.00 per month in access fees. 

An update was given by Greg Smith (Buildings & Grounds Chairperson) 
concerning repairs for the A/C units for two of the sanctuary compressors and 
the refrigerant recharged.  The cost was $3,100. 
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No meeting was held in July 2024 

August 2024, one of the narthex air conditioning systems had to be replaced. 
Cost was $9,244 that was installed July 25,2024.  Plans were beginning to be 
made for the 40th Anniversary Celebration to be held in October. 
 
No meeting was held in September 2024. 

October 2024, The 40th Anniversary celebration was held October 6,2024, it 
was a great event and all funds to pay for this were donated.  Greg Smith 
shared the five-year plan that was not funded in the last budget go-around.  
The budget committee had started to work on the budget for 2025 and this 
item will be included. 

No meeting was held for November 2024. However, the 2025 budget was 
completed and was to be presented to the Session on Tuesday, November 
19,2024. 

December 2024, As of December, 40 pledge cards have been received. These 
totaled $135,000.00.  Mary sent pledge cards to people who had pledged the 
prior year but had not yet pledged for 2025.   It was agreed to move “Per 
Capita” from mission support G/L (86102) to general expenses (new line item 
54190) for 2025. 

Total for the year 2024:        

Amount Pledged  $166,272.84     Per Capita Pledged  $2,233.58 

Pledged amount rec’d  $151,242.59    Pledged Amount Rec’d $1,775.97 

Non-Pledged amount rec’d  $31,603.41   
Non-Pledged Amount Rec’d $ 359.57 

Total Received    $182,846.00  Total Received  $2,135.54 

 

Submitted by Mary Sumner Finance Committee Chairperson 
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GPC 40th Anniversary Celebration 

Held October 6, 2024 in Falkenstine Hall 
 
 

Over 80 participants celebrated the 40th anniversary of the charter of Gilbert 
Presbyterian Church on October 6, 2024. In attendance were at least three 
founding members: Sue Jax, Cheri and Dave Peterson. 
A free buffet was provided by generous donors and was catered by Waldo's 
BBQ of Mesa. While dinner was enjoyed, a slideshow of pictures from earlier 
days at GPC was playing on three screens so hopefully all had a good view. 
Elder Ken Hassen took us back to 1984 with news of that era. Pastor George 
Prohaska spoke briefly on where he saw GPC in the future, following 
remembrances from each of the founding members. Committee chair Bruce 
Jackson acknowledged the committee members, thanked the Deacons for 
providing hosting including drinks and serving cake (also provided by a 
generous donor); a gluten-free cake was provided by Roy and Ginger Martin 
as an alternative. David Burel provided a video record of the events, available 
from the link below.  Bruce thanked Gaill Blackburn for organizing the event 
including decorations, extracting photos from four or five photo albums, 
scanning and then editing the photos and preparing the slideshow. He also 
thanked the generous donors that provided funds to make the event a 
success. 
 
 
Members of the committee were: Gaill Blackburn, Deacon Carole Blake, 
Elder Ken Hassen, Bruce Jackson, Deacon Cheri and Elder Dave Peterson, 
Elder Judy Sullivan and Elder Mary Sumner. 
 
Video recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t45urJ40jTg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t45urJ40jTg
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40th Anniversary Program 
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GPC Mission Committee Annual Report for 2024 
 
In 2024, the Mission, Evangelism, and Stewardship committees were 
combined. 
Members include: Dan Bernal, Ann Bernal, Dave Peterson, Cheri Peterson, 
Judy Walmsely, Diane Schans, Pam Russell, Mary Sumner, Karen Gallagher, 
Kitty Burgess, Pastor George and Ginny Goodbar. 
 
GPC supported United Food Bank with over a ton of food this year. 
 
We continued to serve the East Valley Men’s Center with food and service. 

Sloppy joes were served to 70 men at EVMC June 30.  
Lunches were assembled for 100 men April 21 and September 1. 
Chili dinner for the men was cooked and served December 1. 

Our participation in Gilbert’s 911 Day of Service has grown. 
We collected 150 laundry baskets filled with detergent, soap, cleaning 
supplies. Our congregation participated in many different ways. 

Operation Santa Clause provided 68 gifts for 5 families in Gilbert. 
 
The second annual Community Christmas Carol sing along was a success. 
 
A Relationship with the Boys and Girls Club of Gilbert was explored. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace and Global Witness, and 
Christmas Joy offerings were taken and the proceeds dispersed. 
 
This year we did not mail out our Stewardship campaign. Ushers passed out 
envelopes with a letter and a pledge card to the congregation as they left 
worship. Some were mailed out to shut-ins and others out of town. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ginny Goodbar  
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GPC  Worship Committee Annual Report for 2024 

What is the GPC Worship Committee? 
Gilbert Presbyterian Church’s Worship Committee, alongside our pastor, 
plans and implements worship experiences that both glorify God and enrich 
our relationship with His Son, Jesus Christ.   Worship brings us together so that 
we may devotedly cultivate the seeds of faith as His disciples. The worship 
committee provides for a smooth administration of the worship service, 
Sacraments, devotional flowers, (when appropriate) and seasonal decorations 
to our sanctuary.  The worship committee closely interfaces with musicians 
and our in-house audio-visual “tech” team during the planning and preparation 
of worship services. The worship committee also inventories and maintains the 
worship elements, candle oil, and arranges temporary pulpit supply, as 
needed.  
 
Who Comprises the GPC Worship Committee? 
We are a small body of people who depend entirely upon volunteers. Doing so 
requires the active participation, alongside of our pastor, with over twenty 
congregation members and friends, who serve as tech team, ushers, liturgists, 
and communion preparers and servers.  While there may be too many persons 
to thank here individually, we are especially thankful for the following 
volunteers, and invite you to acknowledge them in person when greeting each 
other:   

• We offer thanks for the untiring efforts and skill extended throughout all 
of 2024 by Gaill Blackburn, Jennie & David Burel, Bruce Jackson and Roy 
& Alex Martin, whom together have worked long and hard to ensure 
uninterrupted live streaming. We are additionally thankful for their 
ongoing creativity in continually striving to improve and maintain the 
quality of our live worship services, as well the live streaming of services 
and services archive, all of this despite aging equipment and limited 
resources.  
 

• During 2024, Amy Johnston, our choir director, has assumed leadership 
of the GPC Tech Team, as we strive to further improve the delivery of the 
overall GPC in-person and virtual worship experiences.  During the short 
time Amy has been on board, Amy has enriched the overall GPC musical 
experience delivered by our choir even further, and has done so alongside 
the talents of our lead musician, Susan Martinez, whom together deliver 
a spiritually exciting musical program at each worship service.  These 
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have included the addition of joint congregational choir experiences, 
seasonal group sings, and a continually emerging musical experience.   

• Brett Blackburn, Ginny Goodbar, Marla Jackson, Diane Howard, Diane 
Schans, Greg Smith, Judy Sullivan, Mary Beth Szabo, Mary Sumner, 
Cheryl Williams and Cheri Workman deserve special thanks for their 
working alongside others in facilitating maintenance of our sanctuary 
candles, seasonal decorations to our sanctuary and elsewhere within the 
GPC campus, as well as maintaining adequate inventory and preparation 
of the necessary elements for our sharing of the Lord’s Supper.   

• Likewise, sincere thanks are extended to Carol Blake for assuring 
adequate staffing of ushers and to Janet Paterson, and Barb Belz, for the 
scheduling of the weekly liturgists of God’s Word throughout 2024 and to 
our church administrative assistant, Liz Nelson, for her patience and 
talent in making sense of the constant barrage of information delivered 
to her daily, all from numerous sources, yet still managing to organize and 
distribute our weekly worship bulletins and email blasts, alongside all of 
the other documents she faithfully prepares.    

• Lastly, we are thankful for our Pastor George Prohaska, whose insights 
into worship services continually reveal new ways of showing us how we 
may grow our relationship with Jesus Christ even further, and in so doing, 
have learned that each of these ways continue to enrich the overall 
worship experience.   

 

During 2024, the GPC Worship Committee has been facilitated by Ken Hassen; 
Chair, Bruce Jackson (Co-Chair) David Burel, Marla Jackson, Amy Johnston, 
Susan Martinez, Diane Schans, and Pastor George Prohaska (Ex Officio). 

We are thankful to serve and by so doing, feel truly Blessed! 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ken Hassen 

GPC Worship Committee Chair 
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Annual Report – Presbyterian Women 

2024 

 

The Presbyterian Women of Gilbert Presbyterian Church met in person at 
10:00 am on the third Saturday of each month except July and August when 
temps were high and folks were vacationing.  Officers were Moderator, Carole 
Blake; Secretary, Pam Russell; and Treasurer, Judy Davis 

We worked our way through the annual Bible study, “Let Justice Roll Down”, 
with members taking turns leading each monthly lesson.  Just an editor’s 
comment: “It was not our favorite study.” 

Gaill Blackburn was the hardworking Chairperson of our Christmas Cookie 
Sale again this year.  She organized the staffing positions and did all the art 
work and advertising releases.  All our ladies were involved one way or 
another.  The congregation and guests seemed really pleased with the 
assortment of cookies.  We received $1,245 for our Mission projects. 

Due to the generous support of our Christmas Cookie Sale in December, 
2023, we are happy to have money to send to our favorite Mission Projects.  
We voted to send $300 to the Outreach Foundation in support of Sebber 
Banda; and $200 to Christ for the Island World of Indonesia; $200 for Justa 
Center in Phoenix; $500 for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance; and $200 to 
Family Promise.  These missions support work around the world and locally 
right here in the east valley. 

We supported GPC’s Quilts of Valor group until it broke up.  And we paid our 
pledge of $300 to the Presbytery PW.  We also voted to support the GPC 
Women’s Gathering by paying the speaker’s fee. 

New officers for 2025 will be Judy Davis, Treasurer; Kitty Burgess, Secretary; 
Judy Walmsley as Vice Moderator and Carole Blake, Moderator. 
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