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February 1, 2026
4th Sunday after Epiphany

PRELUDE All Creatures of Our God and King  arr. Shackley
Susan Martinez

VIDEO Welcome Home

WELCOMING OF VISITORS AND Pastor Christian Johnson
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgist-Jim Moser

One: Friends, come as you are—tired, hopeful, a little messy.

Many: We come longing to encounter Jesus right here, in this
moment.

One: No need for grand gestures or perfect words—just open
hearts ready to walk humbly, love kindly, and seek what is
good.

Many: We come hungry for mercy, for peace, for the quiet
strength that comes from following Him.

One: Blessed are we when we lean into God’s way together.

All: Come, Lord Jesus—meet us now. We’'re ready.

*THE MORNING PRAYER Liturgist - Jim Moser
Loving God, we gather today not because we have it all together,
but because we don’t—and we know You do. Thank You for
welcoming us just as we are, with our questions, our weariness,
and our deep longing to know You more. You are the One who
shows us what really matters: walking humbly with You, doing
justice quietly, loving mercy freely, and trusting Your grace when
we fall short. In Jesus, we see Your heart—gentle, strong, and
always drawing near. Draw near to us now, we pray. Let this time
of worship be real, let it be an encounter with You, the One our
souls are searching for. Amen.

*HYMN All People That on Earth Do Dwell Hymn 385

PRAYER OF CONFESSION



UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we’ve chased after our own
ways—valuing status over service, letting divisions creep into
our relationships, and forgetting to walk gently with others and
with You. We’ve been quick to judge, slow to show mercy, and
hesitant to seek what’s right when it’s hard. Forgive us, Lord.
Help us let go of our pretenses and find our true strength in You.
We now continue in silent confession...

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE Hymn 582
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES Pastor Christian
All children are welcome in the front
Parents - livestream in progress (kids in front will be viewed online)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
Jim Moser, Liturgist
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING: Michah 6:1-8
Thanks be to God!

SPECIAL MUSIC In The Sweet By and By Webster/Hayes
Solo - Mary Beth Szabo

SERMON What Happens When the Obvious Choice
Turns Out to Be the Wrong One?
Pastor Christian Johnson
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 NRSVUE
Thanks be to God!



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life
who proceeds from the Father and Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION/PASTORAL PRAYER &

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY Poured Out for You Austin North

You are invited to use this offertory as a time to reflect
on your offering to God.

*DOXOLOGY Hymn 606
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Pastor Christian Johnson

*HYMN Jesus Loves Me! Hymn 188
*BENEDICTION Pastor Christian Johnson
POSTLUDE A Little Song of Praise Kendall

Susan Martinez

*If you are able, please rise in body or spirit.

Attendance last Sunday: 69

Thank you to our Worship and Tech Teams, Susan Martinez, Bruce
Jackson, Gaill Blackburn, Damian Martin, Roy Martin, Amy Johnston,
Britney Blackburn, Alex Martin.



Thank you to those Serving today:

Liturgist: Jim Moser

Music Director: Damian Martin

Pianist/Organist: Susan Martinez

Hymn Leader: Mary Beth Szabo

Time with Children: Pastor Christian

Ushers: Lyn Goodbar, Marla Jackson, Mary Sumner

Announcements

SHROVE TUESDAY
Join us for a Joyful Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at GPC!
Come one, come all for a warm, delicious evening of fellowship as
we celebrate Shrove Tuesday — the traditional day before Ash
Wednesday and the start of Lent. For centuries, Christians have
marked this day by enjoying rich foods like pancakes and meats,
using up ingredients such as eggs, butter, and fats before the Lenten
season of fasting and reflection. It’s a time of feasting, fun, and
community preparation for the spiritual journey ahead! We’re
serving up a hearty pancake and breakfast meat supper — fluffy
pancakes, savory meats, and all the fixings to satisfy everyone.

When: Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 5:00-7:00 PM

Where: GPC Palmer Center

Donation: $10 per adult | $5 per child (if able)

Proceeds benefit: Our church’s Missions outreach
All are warmly welcome— GPC family, friends from other
churches, neighbors, and the wider community. Bring your appetite
and a spirit of celebration! No need to be “shriven” in advance —
just come as you are for good food, great company, and a
meaningful start to Lent. We can’t wait to see you there! Look for the
signup sheets this morning or speak to Kitty Burgess or Cheri
Peterson for additional info.
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Join us for our Ash Wednesday Service on February 18 at 7:00 PM in
the sanctuary. Friends from FPC Mesa will be joining us.



VIDEO SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE STUDY

For the next 2 weeks, both classes will explore excerpts from a
Presbyterian Curriculum "Feasting on the Word," led by Shelley
Randall.

February 1: Luke 18: 9-14 on Divine Mercy

February 8 Luke 19: 1-10 Zacchaeus

Please join us for faith and fellowship in the Chapel in the Palmer
Center. All are welcome!

FOOD COLLECTION TODAY!

We are collecting food today for the food pantry at FPC Mesa, you
may put your donations in the boxes in the Narthex. Thank you!
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Our Wednesday Bible study will resume on Wednesday, February 4
at 11:00 am in the overflow. All are welcome!

CHOIR IS BACK!

Our choiris back in full swing under our new Shared Music Director,
Damian Martin! Our choir rehearsals are on Thursday’s at 7:00pm!
Please invite your friends, and even if you have never sung before all
are welcome.

GPC General Information

FIRST TIME GUESTS - Welcome to our first-time visitors. A packet of
information about our church is available in the entryway or from an
usher. We’re glad you’re here!

OFFERINGS/DONATIONS - You may donate to Gilbert Presbyterian
by going to www.azgpc.org/giving-options.html. Thank you for your
support.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? - If you’re thinking about joining
Gilbert Presbyterian Church, PC(USA), or would like a refresher
course on what being a Presbyterian Christian means, please call
the church office at 480-892-6753 to let us know of your interest.
NURSERY CARE - Nursery care is available in the Palmer Center for
Nursery/Toddler care thru 5 years old with our Nursery Attendant
Britney Blackburn.



FELLOWSHIP TIME - We invite everyone to join us following our
worship service this morning for a time of refreshments and
fellowship in the Palmer Center.

This Week at GPC
Sunday, February 1, 2026
Communion & Food Collection Sunday
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
10:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
10:30 am - Combined Video Sunday School & Adult Sunday School
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service

Tuesday, February 3
8:00 am - Men's Breakfast
6:00 pm - Mission Committee Meeting
Wednesday, February 4
11:00 am - Bible Study @ GPC
Thursday, February 5
9:00 am - Worship Committee Meeting
7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, February 7
9:00 am - Session Retreat

Sunday, February 8
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
10:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
10:30 am - Combined Video Sunday School & Adult Sunday School
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service

Happy Birthday to:
February 2: Bret Blackburn
February 2: Angela Stover
February 6: Arlyn Hearn
February 6: Judy Walmsley
February 8: Bonnie Whalberg

Happy Anniversary to:
February 3: Hoyte & Jeani Mitchell






HYMN INSERTS
All People That on Earth Do Dwell 385

(Psalm 100)
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In a pairing that began in 1561, this paraphrase of Psalm 100 by a Scot is set to a tune that a French composer
originally created for Psalm 134 in the Genevan Psalter of 1551. They have appeared together in nearly every
comprehensive English-language hymnal since then.



582 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Capo 3: (G) (D) (G) (D) (G) (D) (Em) (D)
A Bb FoBb F Bb F o Gm  F
| K
s - I \ | —— i I
M 5 e o
Y, - o 8 @
1 Glo - ry to  God, whose good - ness shines on  me,
2 World with - out end, b with - out end. A - men.
(D) (G) (C) Q) (Em7) (A7)
F B> g Bb Gmy7 c7

. M | .

o]
[ A R st B N | 'Y I
| AW [ 1 1 ] A | I [ g |
L [ & | . .
@ [ 7J= r

and to the  Son, whose grace has  par - doned me,

World with - out end, Y with-out end. A - men.
(A7) (D) (Fh) (Bm)
c7 F A Dm

e

f |
Hs — e -
= it
Ld i_t____. ]

o = 1

and to  the Spir - it, whose love has set me free.
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606

Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow;

praise *him, all crea-tures
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*Or “God”

?EXT:Thnmas Ken, 1695, 1709
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
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Jesus Loves Me!
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Few songs of faith have supported people from cradle to grave like this one. The great theologian Karl Barth
said that its opening two lines were a summary of all that he had learned. The composer formed the refrain
from those lines when creating this universally used tune.



Scripture Readings — February 1, 2026

First Scripture Reading: Micah 6:1-8 NRSVUE - Jim Moser
6 Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab
devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
What God Requires
® “With what shall | come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you



but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!

Primary Passage: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 NRSVUE
Pastor Christian
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. Y For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? ?' For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those
who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block
to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are
the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God. % For God’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength. 2° Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not
many of you were wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2 God chose
what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to



abolish things that are, 2° so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. *° In contrast, God is why you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3!in order
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the
Lord.”

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!
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