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November 30, 2025
1%t Sunday of Advent

PRELUDE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus arr. Hayes
Susan Martinez

WELCOMING OF VISITORS AND Bridget Mitchell
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

*ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING John & Janet Paterson
Leader: We have waited so long, O God. Our hearts are restless,
aching for You. Creation groans, the exile lingers, and still we lift our
eyes to the horizon. Come, Lord Jesus — we cannot wait another
moment without You.

Reader: (Romans 13:11-12) “The hour has come for you to wake
from sleep. Salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.

The nightis far gone; the day is at hand.”

All: Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people
free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in
Thee. We are tired of the darkness. Wake us. Meet us. Come
quickly, our King. Amen. (The first candle is lit)

Leader: A single flame burns — our desperate expectation. O come,
let us adore Him who is coming!

*HYMN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Hymn 93
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, You are coming, and we are not ready. We have filled
our days with noise and hurry, eating and drinking, working and
worrying, while our souls grow dull and sleepy. We have ighored
the signs of Your nearness; we have loved the darkness more
than Your light. We have walked as though tomorrow is promised
and grace can be postponed. Forgive us, O Coming King.

Break into our locked hearts. Wake us from slumber. Make us a
people who watch and pray, who long for You more than
watchmen wait for the morning. Have mercy on us, according to
Your steadfast love; cleanse us, renew us, ready us—for the hour
we do not expect is the hour we need You most. Amen.



TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE Hymn 582
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST

ANTHEM Le Deluge Camille Saint Saens
Violin & Piano Duet by Bridget Mitchell & Susan Martinez

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES Judy Sullivan
All children are welcome in the front
Parents - livestream in progress (kids in front will be viewed online)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND SCRIPTURE
Liturgist — Judy Davis
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Isaiah 2:1-5 (ESV)
Psalm 122 (First Nations Version)
People: Thanks be to God!

SERMON Expectation: Ready for the Coming King
Pastor Christian Johnson
Scripture: Matthew 24:36-44 (ESV)
People: Thanks be to God!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY Make Me A Channel of Your Peace arr. Lloyd Larson
Violin & Piano Duet by Bridget Mitchell & Susan Martinez

You are invited to use this offertory as a time to reflect
on your offering to God.

*DOXOLOGY Hymn 606
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND PASTORAL PRAYER

Pastor Christian Johnson
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God Hymn 423
*BENEDICTION Pastor Christian Johnson
POSTLUDE Prepare the Way arr. Logan

Susan Martinez

*If you are able, please rise in body or spirit.



Attendance last Sunday: 63

Thank you to our Worship and Tech Teams: Susan Martinez,
Bridget Mitchell, Bruce Jackson, Gaill Blackburn, Roy Martin, Amy
Johnston, Britney Blackburn, Alex Martin.

Thank you to those Serving today:

Advent Candle Lighters: John & Janet Paterson
Liturgist: Judy Davis

Music Director: Bridget Mitchell

Pianist/Organist: Susan Martinez

Hymn Leader: Bridget Mitchell

Time with Children: Judy Sullivan

Ushers: Ginny Goodbar, Lyn Goodbar, Cheryl Williams

Happy Birthday to:
December 2: Joyce Johnson
December 3: Pam Russell
December 4: Dale Coe



Announcements

BRING A FRIEND THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!

The holidays are all about gathering with loved ones—and what
better way to share the joy than inviting them to worship with us? As
bump into neighbors at the holiday lights, here are two can’t-miss
opportunities to extend a warm invitation:

Music Sunday - December 14 (during our regular worship time)
Experience an extra-special service filled with the sounds of the
season! We’ll welcome guest musicians and feature extended
Christmas music that will lift your spirits and warm your heart. It’s
the perfect low-pressure invite for friends or family, this is a
beautiful way to share the hope of Advent together.

Christmas Eve Worship (4pm) Join us for a candlelit service of
carols, Scripture, and the timeless story of Christ’s birth. With
special music and a welcoming atmosphere, it’s an ideal, low-
threshold event to bring someone who’s curious about faith or
simply longing for the peace of the season. Both services are
designed to be joyful, meaningful, and open to all. Share the word—
your personal invite makes all the difference!

GPC PW COOKIE SALE 2025

Gilbert Presbyterian Women's Cookie Sale will be on Sunday,
December 14th. We need people to bake cookies! We are
accepting cookies, candy, brownies, etc. (please no pies, cakes or
cupcakes) There are 2 signup sheets — 1 in the Sanctuary Narthex,
and 1 in the Palmer Center Library on the table. You can also call Liz
in the Church office at 480-892-6753, or you can easily sign up
online at https://tinyurl.com/PWcookies2025. Please indicate if your
cookies contain nuts, peanut butter, nut flavoring, or gluten. Ifyou
have any questions, please speak to Gaill Blackburn.

FAREWELL PARTY

You are invited to attend Bridget Mitchell’s Farewell Party on
Sunday, December 14 at 11:45 am at First Presbyterian Church.

As Bridget embarks on a new journey, let’s gather to wish her all the
bestin her future endeavors.



https://tinyurl.com/PWcookies2025

COLLECTION FOR UNITED FOOD BANK
We will be collecting food for the United Food Bank on Sunday,
December 7. Stock up now and bring your donations next Sunday.

GPC General Information

FIRST TIME GUESTS - Welcome to our first-time visitors. A packet of
information about our church is available in the entryway or from an
usher. We’re glad you’re here!

OFFERINGS/DONATIONS - You may donate to Gilbert Presbyterian
by going to https://www.azgpc.org/giving-options.html. Thank you
for your support.

REMINDER - Please silence all phones/electronic devices.

Thank you.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? - If you’re thinking about joining
Gilbert Presbyterian Church, PC(USA), or would like a refresher
course on what being a Presbyterian Christian means, please call
the church office at 480-892-6753 to let us know of your interest.
NURSERY CARE - Nursery care is available in the Palmer Center for
Nursery/Toddler care thru 5 years old with our Nursery Attendant
Britney Blackburn.

BIBLE STUDY ON THE GOSPEL OF LUKE!

We continue with our studies of the Gospel of Luke each
Wednesday, at 11:00 am in the overflow section of the sanctuary.
Everyone is welcome.

FELLOWSHIP TIME - We invite everyone to join us following our
worship service this morning for a time of refreshments and
fellowship in the Palmer Center.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Our Bible Study SS Class meets at 10:30 am in Room 7. Come join
us. We enjoy each other and learning new things.

VIDEO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our Video Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10:30 am in Room 6
to view a video then join in a discussion. All are welcome!



This Week at GPC

Sunday, November 30
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
10:30 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
10:30 am - Video Bible Series, Room 6 Palmer Center
10:30 am - Adult Bible Study, Room 7 Palmer Center
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service

Monday, December 1
7:00 pm - CE Meeting
Wednesday, December 3
8:00 am - Men's Breakfast
11:00 am - Bible Study in Overflow Room
Thursday, December 4
9:00 am - Worship Cmt. Mtgvia Zoom

Sunday, December 7
Communion Sunday & Food Collection
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
10:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
10:30 am - Adult Bible Study - Room 7 Palmer Center
10:30 am - Video Bible Series, Room 6 Palmer Center
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service






HYMN INSERTS

JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 93
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Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7-10, this text then applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and
concludes with the individual's welcome of the approaching Savior. It is set to a very effective anonymous
18th-century English tune that has served many texts.



532 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow;

praise *him, all crea-tures
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CONFESSION

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God 423

(Psalm 57)
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The text here comes from Psalm 51:10-12, three verses that illustrate the pattern of parallels often found in
Hebrew poetry. The first verse here centers on positive actions, the second on avoidance of negative actions,
and the third on providing an improved spiritual condition.



Scripture Readings — November 30, 2025

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 ESV Judy Davis
2 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.
2
It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
3
and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,[a]
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord.

Second Reading: Psalm 122 First Nations Version Judy Davis
1 Idanced for joy when they said to me,
“We are going to Grandfather’s longhouse.”
2 At last, we have arrived!
Our feet now stand at your entrance,
O Village of Peace (Jerusalem).
3 Village of Peace (Jerusalem),



you are a village created to unite people in peace and unity.
4 All the tribes belonging to Grandfather make their way up to gather at
the center of the village. At the appointed times,

the tribes of Wrestles with Creator (Israel) go to give honor to
Grandfather’s good name.
5 This is where the elders of the council house sit in the seat of honor of
the family of Much Loved One (David) to make their wise decisions.
6 Send up prayers for the harmony and well-being of Village of Peace
(Jerusalem).

May all who love her find rest.
7 May harmony and balance be found within her walls,

and may well-being and safety rest on her grand lodges.
8 Because of my love for family and friends,

| will say to her, “Peace be with you.”
9 Because | love Grandfather’s longhouse,

| will seek only good for Village of Peace (Jerusalem).”

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!

Primary Passage: Matthew 24:36-44 ESV Pastor Christian
[36] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows,
not even the angels of heaven,
nor the Son,
but the Father only.
[37] For as were the days of Noah,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
[38] For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day when Noah entered the ark,
[39] and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all
away,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
[40] Then two men will be in the field;
one will be taken and one left.
[41] Two women will be grinding at the mill;
one will be taken and one left.



[42] Therefore, stay awake,

for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
[43] But know this,

that if the master of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming,

he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. [44] Therefore you also must be ready,

for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!
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