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January 11, 2026 
Baptism of the Lord  

 
PRELUDE         Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above     arr. Larson 
             Susan Martinez  
 
WELCOMING OF VISITORS AND   Pastor Christian Johnson 
             LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE                                                              
 
 *THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                         Liturgist–Pam Russell 
One:  Come, all who long for deeper connection with Jesus—God’s 
 chosen Servant, the light for the nations. 
Many:  We gather, thirsty for your presence, O God; draw us close 
 to your heart. 
One:  Hear the voice of the Lord, mighty over the waters, bringing 
 strength and peace. 
Many:  Speak to us, Heavenly Father; let us hear your voice of 
 love today. 
One:  The Spirit descends, the heavens open, and the Beloved is 
 revealed. 
Many:  Anoint us anew, Lord Jesus; immerse us in your grace and 
 power. 
All:  Let us worship the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy 
 Spirit—who calls us beloved and invites us near! 
  
*THE MORNING PRAYER                                        Liturgist – Pam Russell 
Gracious God, we adore you for revealing Jesus as your Beloved 
Son, the one anointed by your Spirit to bring justice, healing, and 
peace. We praise you for your mighty voice and gentle presence 
that call us into deeper connection with you. Lord Jesus, as we 
remember your baptism, open our hearts to your transforming 
love. Wash over us, renew us, and draw us close to you. May we 
live as your beloved children, shining your light in the world. Holy 
Spirit, guide our worship today. All glory be to you, Triune God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN                        I Sing the Mighty Power of God                  Hymn 32
                                 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Loving God, you long to call each of us “beloved,” yet we confess 
that we often feel unworthy or far away. We have chased things 
that leave us empty. We have hurt people we love. We have 
stayed silent when we should have spoken up for what is right. 
We have doubted your kindness toward us and forgotten how 
deeply you delight in us. Forgive what we have done and what we 
have left undone. Wash away the guilt we carry. Quiet the voices 
that tell us we are not enough. Draw us close again, and help us 
live as people who know they are truly loved by you. 
 
TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 
*RESPONSE                           Hymn 582 
       Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
        
SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST           
                                   
GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES          Pastor Christian 

All children are welcome in the front  
Parents - livestream in progress (kids in front will be viewed online) 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND SCRIPTURE READING 
       Pam Russell, Liturgist 
  
NEW TESTAMENT READING:      Matthew 3:13-17 NRSV 
                                         Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC          When You Believe   DeCesare  
     Vocalist, Amy Johnston 
 
 
 



 
 SERMON                      Beloved Son in Muddy Water              
     Pastor Christian Johnson 
  Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9 NRSV Updated Edition 
            Thanks be to God! 
 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS   Pastor Christian Johnson 

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION  
OF RULING ELDERS AND DEACONS 

CALL TO OFFERING 
  
OFFERTORY                          Romanza                      Rubenstein/Shackley           
                                 

You are invited to use this offertory as a time to reflect  
on your offering to God. 

 
*DOXOLOGY              Hymn 606 
                Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                                                        

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION /PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER 
       Pastor Christian Johnson 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
*HYMN             Lord, You Give the Great Commission   
    Hymn 298 vs 1, 2,5 
*BENEDICTION                Pastor Christian Johnson    
  
POSTLUDE                    Another Year Is Dawning        Andrews 
                                                                        Susan Martinez 
 *If you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 
 
 



 
 
Attendance last Sunday: 81 
 
Thank you to our Worship and Tech Teams, Susan Martinez, Bruce 
Jackson, Gaill Blackburn, Roy Martin, Amy Johnston, Britney 
Blackburn, Alex Martin. 

Thank you to those Serving today: 
Liturgist: Pam Russell 
Pianist/Organist: Susan Martinez 
Hymn Leader: Amy Johnston 
Time with Children: Pastor Christian Johnson 
Ushers: Karen Gallagher, Sean Gallagher, Diane Howard 
  
Happy Birthday to: 
January 15: Roy Martin 
January 15: Naomi Pajarit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY RESUMES 
We’ll resume on January 14 at 11:00 am in the overflow section of 
the sanctuary. Everyone is welcome. 

THE JANUARY SERIES/CALVIN UNIVERSITY 
You are invited to join members of First Presbyterian Mesa as they 
will be hosting a 2 week daily series beginning Monday, January 19 
thru Friday, January 30 @ 10:30 am each day. This series will be 
shown online in person at FPC or you may attend online at the 
following link:   
https://calvin.edu/events/all?field_event_news_category_target_id=
523 

VIDEO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Video Sunday School class will take a break from videos for four 
weeks: January 11, 18, 25, and February 1 and explore excerpts from 
a Presbyterian Curriculum "Feasting on the Word," led by Shelley 
Randall.  
January 11: Luke 16:1-13 Resources and Relationships 
January 18: 2 Timothy 2: 8-15 Gospel Message 
January 25: Luke 18: 9-14 Divine Mercy 
February 1: Luke 19: 1-10 Zacchaeus  
Please join us for faith and fellowship in the Chapel in the Palmer 
Center.  All are welcome! 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S MEETING 
PW will meet on Saturday, January 17 in the Palmer Center. All are 
invited to attend! 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

ttps://calvin.edu/events/all?field_event_news_category_target_id=523
ttps://calvin.edu/events/all?field_event_news_category_target_id=523


 

 

 

FIRST TIME GUESTS - Welcome to our first-time visitors. A packet of 
information about our church is available in the entryway or from an 
usher. We’re glad you’re here!  
OFFERINGS/DONATIONS – You may donate to Gilbert Presbyterian 
by going to https://www.azgpc.org/giving-options.html. Thank you 
for your support. 
REMINDER – Please silence all phones/electronic devices.  
Thank you.  
LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? - If you’re thinking about joining 
Gilbert Presbyterian Church, PC(USA), or would like a refresher 
course on what being a Presbyterian Christian means, please call 
the church office at 480-892-6753 to let us know of your interest.   
NURSERY CARE - Nursery care is available in the Palmer Center for 
Nursery/Toddler care thru 5 years old with our Nursery Attendant 
Britney Blackburn. 
FELLOWSHIP TIME - We invite everyone to join us following our 
worship service this morning for a time of refreshments and 
fellowship in the Palmer Center.  
 ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
Our Bible Study SS Class meets at 10:30 am in Room 7.  Come join 
us. We enjoy each other and learning new things.   
VIDEO SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Our Video Sunday School meets each Sunday at 10:30 am in Room 6 
to view a video then join in a discussion.  All are welcome!   

 

 

 

 

GPC General Information 



 
  This Week at GPC 

 
           Sunday, January 11, 2026 

      9:00 am – Online & In Person Worship Service 
  10:00 am – Coffee Time in the Palmer Center 

10:30 am – Adult Bible Study – Room 7 Palmer Center 
10:30 am – Video Bible Series, Room 6 Palmer Center 

 1:00 pm – Revival Presbyterian Church Service 
 

Monday, January 12 
7:00 pm - Deacons Meeting 

Tuesday, January 13 
8:00 am - Men's Breakfast 

7:00 pm - Building & Grounds Meeting 
Wednesday, January 14 

11:00 am - Bible Study at GPC 
 Saturday, January 17 

10:00 am - Presbyterian Women's Meeting  
 

 Sunday, January 18 
      9:00 am – Online & In Person Worship Service 

  10:00 am – Coffee Time in the Palmer Center 
10:30 am – Adult Bible Study – Room 7 Palmer Center 
10:30 am – Video Bible Series, Room 6 Palmer Center 

 1:00 pm – Revival Presbyterian Church Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



HYMN INSERTS  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 
Scripture Readings – January 11, 2026 
  
 
New Testament Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 Pam Russell 
NRSV Updated Edition     
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized 
by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, 
“Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
   

This is the word of God!  
Thanks be to God! 

 



 
Primary Passage: Isaiah 42:1-9 NRSV Updated Edition     

      Pastor Christian 
The Servant, a Light to the Nations 
42  
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2  
He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
    or make it heard in the street; 
3  
a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4  
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until he has established justice in the earth, 
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
5  
Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6  
I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
    a light to the nations, 
7  
    to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8  
I am the Lord; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 



9  
See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. 
 
  

This is the word of God!  
Thanks be to God! 
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