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July 5, 2026
6" Sunday After Pentecost

VIDEO God of Endless Worth

WELCOMING OF VISITORS AND Damian Martin
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

PRELUDE Song for the Nations Christiansen/Hayes
Susan Martinez

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP John Stover

One: On this weekend when our nation marks 250 years of
freedom in this land,

Many: We come with grateful hearts for the liberties we
enjoy.

One: Yet even as we give thanks for the freedoms of this
country, we know there is a deeper freedom — a freedom
of the heart that only Christ can give.

Many: We gather today longing to encounter Jesus — the King
whose love sets us truly free.

One: Come, friends, from every road we’ve traveled. Bring your
hopes, your questions, and your desire to meet Him.

Many: We lift our eyes to You, Lord Jesus. Meet us here. Draw
us close. We worship You, our King and our freedom.

*THE MORNING PRAYER John Stover
Holy God,

We come before You now with open and thankful hearts. You are
the King whose love breaks every chain and whose presence
brings the freedom our souls truly need. Meet us in this moment.
Quiet our minds, open our eyes, and draw us near to You. Reign
in us, Lord Jesus, and receive the worship we offer. In Your name
we pray, Amen.

HYMN Open the Eyes of My Heart Hymn 452

PRAYER OF CONFESSION



UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God,

We confess that we often live as if we are in charge. We resist
Your rule, defend our own plans, and turn away from the freedom
You offer in Jesus. We have followed the noise of the world more
than Your voice, and we have trusted in our own strength rather
than Your grace. Forgive us, Lord. Break our stubborn hearts and
draw us back to You. We need a Savior. In Jesus ’name we pray,
Amen.

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE Hymn 582
Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST

VIDEO Our Greatest Hope (America at 250)

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES Ginny Goodbar
All children are welcome in the front
Parents - livestream in progress (kids in front will be viewed online)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION John Stover
New Testament Reading: Acts 4:25-28 NRSVUE
This is the Word of God!
Thanks be to God!

TESTIMONY

SPECIAL MUSIC Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
Vocal Soloist - Amy Johnston

SERMON Why Do the Nations Rage?
Psalm 2 NRSVUE
Pastor Christian Johnson
This is the Word of God! Thanks be to God!



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life
who proceeds from the Father and Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION/ PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S
PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy nhame. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth asitis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALLTO OFFERING Pastor Christian Johnson

OFFERTORY Glory to His Name Stocken/Jordan

You are invited to use this offertory as a time to reflect
on your offering to God
*DOXOLOGY Hymn 606
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor Christian Johnson

*HYMN Praise Ye the Lord Hymn 35

*BENEDICTION Pastor Christian Johnson

POSTLUDE O Beautiful For Spacious Skies Ward/Livingston
Susan Martinez

*If you are able, please rise in body or spirit.

Attendance last Sunday: 66

Thank you to our Worship and Tech Teams, Susan Martinez, Bruce
Jackson, Gaill Blackburn, Jessica Dickens-Kilgore, Damian Martin,
Roy Martin, Britney Blackburn, Alex Martin.



Thank you to those Serving today:

Liturgist: John Stover

Music Director: Damian Martin

Hymn Leader: Amy Johnston

Pianist/Organist: Susan Martinez

Time with Children: Ginny Goodbar

Ushers: Diane Howard, Maureen Kay, Fred Lenz

Announcements

FOOD COLLECTION FOR MESA MERCY MARKET

We will be collecting food and clothing (summer clothing) for Mesa
Mercy Market today. Please put your donations in the boxes in the
narthex.

NURSERY UPDATE 1 MORE WEEK TO DONATE!

The church nursery is undergoing an update!! The nurseryin the
Palmer Center will be getting some new furnishings and toys. AND
we are modifying the conference room in the sanctuary building, so
it can serve as a “comfortroom”. You will have till July 12 to
purchase wish list items. We have provided a link for the wish list
in the eBlast this week and the wish list items are also on tags on the
“giving tree” in the narthex. All the items are delivered to Kitty
Burgess, so you don’t have to worry about bringing them to
church. Take a look at the tree to see what items you might like to
purchase. When the item is purchased, please remove the tag
from the tree.

Because there is limited space in both rooms, we are unable to
accept other donations at this time.

Thank you for helping make GPC even more welcoming to children
and families. If you have questions, please contact Kitty Burgess.

HIT THE ROAD WITH THE PSALMS!

Summer is the season of roadtrips — windows down, favorite songs
playing, and the open road stretching ahead. This year we’re bringing
that spirit into worship with a brand-new sermon series: “Psalms: A
Playlist for the Roadtrip of Life.” We’ll journey through the Psalms
as the original soundtrack for every season of the soul. These



ancient songs of praise, lament, thanksgiving, and trust have been
the church’s companion for thousands of years — and every track
ultimately points us to Jesus, the One who prayed, wept, and
rejoiced through them. As we sing these ancient songs together,
we’ll discover how they find their ultimate fulfillmentin Jesus and
how the risen Lord makes them real in our lives today.

Whether you’re cruising through a season of joy, walking through
lament, learning to give thanks in every circumstance, or growing in
steady trust, the Psalms have a song for you — and every song leads
us to Jesus. Join us this summer as we sing these ancient words
together. Bring a friend, a neighbor, or someone who needs to hear
that God meets us on every mile of the journey. Let’s hitthe road
together in the Psalms!

MESA MERCY MARKET

Assistant Shopper Volunteers are needed for Mesa Mercy Market on
Friday mornings from 8-9am. You’ll walk clients through the pantry
as they shop. Sign up thru our eBlast or contact Liz in the office
she’ll be happy to sign you up.

JULY OFFICE HOURS
The church office will be closed on Mondays during July. Regular
office hours will be observed Tuesday through Thursday.

GPC General Information

FIRST TIME GUESTS - Welcome to our first-time visitors. A packet of
information about our church is available in the entryway or from an
usher. We’re glad you’re here!

OFFERINGS/DONATIONS - You may donate to Gilbert Presbyterian
by going to https://www.azgpc.org/giving-options.html. Thank you
for your support.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? - If you’re thinking about joining
Gilbert Presbyterian Church, PC(USA), or would like a refresher
course on what being a Presbyterian Christian means, please call
the church office at 480-892-6753 to let us know of your interest.
FELLOWSHIP TIME - We invite everyone to join us following our



worship service this morning for a time of refreshments and
fellowship in the Palmer Center.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Come and join us each Wednesday for Bible Study! We meet in the
overflow at 11:00 am. All are welcome!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

Our Bible Study SS Class is taking a break for July. We will resume in
August.

VIDEO SUNDAY SCHOOL We are taking a break for the summer and
will resume on Sunday, August 16 @ 10:30 am!

This Week at GPC

Sunday, July 5, 2026
Communion & Food Collection
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
10:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service
Monday, July 6
Office Closed
Tuesday, July 7
8:30 am - Men's Breakfast
Wednesday, July 8
11:00 am - Bible Study

Sunday, July 12
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
10:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service

Happy Birthday to:
July 6: Shelley Randall
July 8: Dave Peterson
July 9: Karen Gallagher

July 10: Carla Webb






HYMN INSERTS
452  Open the Eyes of My Heart

D A/CH

O-pen the eyes of my heart, Lord. O-pen the eyes of my heart;
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The initial petition of this song is based on the language of Ephesians 1:18, while the second part draws on
the account of Isaiah’s vision in Isaiah 6:1-5. That event, in turn, is the basis of the threefold Sanctus that has
become a traditional element in Christian worship.




582 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

Doxology
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow;

praise *him, all crea-tures
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*Or “God”

?EXT:Thnmas Ken, 1695, 1709
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.



Scripture Readings — July 5, 2026 John Stover

New Testament Reading: Acts 4:25-28 NRSVUE

25 itis you who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David,
your servant:
‘Why did the gentiles rage

and the peoples imagine vain things?
26
The kings of the earth took their stand,

and the rulers have gathered together

against the Lord and against his Messiah.’

27 “For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
gentiles and the peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy

servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 28 to do whatever your hand and
your plan had predestined to take place.

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!



Primary Passage: Psalm 2 NRSVUE Pastor Christian Johnson

1 Why do the nations conspire
and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord and his anointed, saying,
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast their cords from us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord has them in derision.
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
6 “I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill.”
7 1 will tell of the decree of the Lord:
He said to me, “You are my son;
today | have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and | will make the nations your heritage
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11 Serve the Lord with fear;
with trembling
12 kiss his feet,
or he will be angry, and you will perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Happy are all who take refuge in him.

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!
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