GILBERT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
N

Blorify God
Plant seeds of Faith
Cultivate Disciples

ALL ARE WELCOME!

A , - _ 235 E Guadalupe Rd, Gilbert, AZ 85234
- 480-892-6753 azgpcoffice@gmail.com
Find us on the web at: www.azgpc.org

~ ¢
Pastor Christian Johnson _.g!_ VSC‘:
=
&
<z

&S
pastor@azgpc.org :3
o
o



October 4, 2026
World Communion Sunday

VIDEO However You Got Here

PRELUDE All Creatures of Our God and King arr. Purifoy
Susan Marthinez

WELCOMING OF VISITORS AND Damian Martin
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP Carole Blake - GPC

One: Come, you who arrived by a long road and you who
barely made it through the door.

Many: We come with what we have.

One: Come, still thirsty, still unfinished.

Many: There is a table in this in-between place.

One: The Host is not afraid of wilderness.

Many: He spreads a table where the road is unfinished.

One: We bring hunger and the little we were given.

Many: He blesses it. He breaks it. There is enough.

One: Bread for the journey. Bread for the neighbor.

All: We bring what we have. God sets the table.

*THE MORNING PRAYER Carole Blake - GPC

Holy God, you meet us in dry places and are not ashamed to sit
down with us there. We praise you, Host of the hungry, Giver of
enough for today. You take what we carry and make of it a feast
that can be shared. Before we have sorted who belongs, you
have already called us one. Receive our praise. Feed us with your
nearness. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

HYMN How Firm a Foundation Hymn 463

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Miki Newbry - FPC



UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION Miki Newbry - FPC
Merciful God, you spread a table in dry places, and still we
hesitate to sit down. We have doubted that you are with us on
the unfinished road. We have clutched what little we carry,
afraid it will not be enough. We have kept our thirst to ourselves.
We have wanted a private meal and forgotten the ones you have
seated beside us. Forgive us for seeking other hosts. Forgive us
for calling your feast too small. Forgive the words we will not say
aloud. Now, in the quiet, we bring the rest.

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION Miki Newbry, FPC
Amen

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS Miki Newbry, FPC

*RESPONSE Hymn 582

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST Miki Newbry, FPC

VIDEO One in Spirit, One in Love

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES Anita Ramsey - FPC
All children are welcome in the front
Parents - livestream in progress (kids in front will be viewed online)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Carole Blake - GPC
Old Testament Readings: Exodus 24:9-11NRSVUE
This is the Word of God!

Thanks be to God!
ANTHEM Remember Me Pepper Choplin
SERMON A Table in the Wilderness

1 Corinthians 10:1-4, 16-17 NRSVUE
Pastor Christian Johnson
This is the Word of God! Thanks be to God!



*RESPONSIVE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seeh and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life
who proceeds from the Father and Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Pastor Chrisitan Johnson
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION/ PASTORAL PRAYER / LORD’S
PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as itis in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CALLTO OFFERING Pastor Christian Johnson

OFFERTORY Jesus Loves Me Joel Raney
You are invited to use this offertory as a time to reflect
on your offering to God

*DOXOLOGY Hymn 606
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Pastor Christian Johnson
*HYMN Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Hymn 35
*BENEDICTION Pastor Christian Johnson

POSTLUDE Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Medley arr. Lopez
Susan Martinez

*If you are able, please rise in body or spirit.

Attendance last Sunday: 63

Thank you to our Worship and Tech Teams, Gaill Blackburn,
Britney Blackburn, Jessica Dickens-Kilgore, Bruce Jackson,
Susan Martinez, Roy Martin, Aria & Alex Martin, Damian Martin.



Thank you to those Serving today:
Liturgists: Carole Blake, GPC & Miki Newbry, FPC
Music Director: Damian Martin
Piano/Organ: Susan Martinez
Time with Children: Anita Ramsey, FPC
Ushers: Lyn Goodbar, Marla Jackson, Mary Sumner
Communion Servers: Ann Bernal, Dan Bernal (GPC),
Sue Eisenklam, Robert Harding (FPC)

Announcements

ADULT BIBLE STUDY AND VIDEO BIBLE STUDY - They are taking a
break today; they will both resume next week.

FOOD/CLOTHING COLLECTION TODAY!
We are collecting food and clothing for Mesa Mercy Market today.
You will find the donation boxes in the Narthex.

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

We will be taking a break on Wednesday, October 7, while Pastor
Christian is away on study leave. When we gather again on
Wednesday, October 14 at 11:00 a.m., we will talk about artificial
intelligence—the questions many of us are already asking. What is
Al, really? Why does it keep appearing on our computers and
phones? Is it something we actually need? What about jobs,
“takeover” fears, and the headlines that say this technology could
become dangerous?

Pastor Christian will frame the conversation as people of faith,
drawing in part on Carey Nieuwhof’s new book Al and the Future
Church. His son Taidan Johnson will join us to help put the
technology in plain language. Taidan holds a B.S. in Information
Technology, is completing an M.S. in Data Science, and works as an
engineer at Tesla in autonomous systems, data, and technical
operations. This is not a tech seminar. It is a Bible study
conversation: what it means to be human, wise, and faithfulin a
world that is becoming more artificial by the day. Come with your
questions. All are welcome.



FRONTERA DE CRISTO MISSION TRIP - FEBRUARY 2-3, 2027
The Missions Committee is forming a group to visit Frontera de
Cristo on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border (Douglas, AZ/ Agua
Prieta, Sonora). We will visit Café Justo and other ministry sites of
this historic Presbyterian Border Ministry. Cost: $220 per person
plus transportation. Passport required. Interested? Contact the
church office. The Missions Committee will follow up.

GPC General Information

FIRST TIME GUESTS - Welcome to our first-time visitors. A packet of
information about our church is available in the entryway or from an
usher. We’re glad you’re here!

OFFERINGS/DONATIONS - You may donate to Gilbert Presbyterian
by going to https://www.azgpc.org/giving-options.html. Thank you
for your support.

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? - If you’re thinking about joining
Gilbert Presbyterian Church, PC(USA), or would like a refresher
course on what being a Presbyterian Christian means, please call
the church office at 480-892-6753 to let us know of your interest.
FELLOWSHIP TIME - We invite everyone to join us following our
worship service this morning for a time of refreshments and
fellowship in the Palmer Center.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Children’s Sunday School Class will be studying about Paul, in a
series entitled “Amazing Adventures: Paul’s Amazing Quest” We
look forward to youngsters ages 5 and up joining us! The Children’s
class meets on most Sundays, immediately after the children’s
message.

CHOIR REHEARSAL

Do you like to sing? Well, come and join our choir. Our rehearsals
are on Thursday’s from 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm in the sanctuary. Even if
you have never sung before we welcome everyone!



This Week at GPC

Sunday, October 4, 2026
World Communion Sunday
FOOD & CLOTHING COLLECTION FOR MERCY MARKET
10:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
Children’s Sunday School
11:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service

Monday, October 5

7:00 pm - CE Cmt. Meeting
Tuesday, October 6

8:00 am - Men's Breakfast

10:30 am - Stewardship Mtg. in person
5:00 pm - Mission/Evangelism Mtg. in person

Thursday, October 8

7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, October 11
Guest Preacher - Paul Soderquist
9:00 am - Online & In Person Worship Service
Children’s Sunday School

10:00 am - Coffee Time in the Palmer Center

10:30 am - Video Sunday School - Room 6

10:30 am - Adult Sunday School - Room 7
1:00 pm - Revival Presbyterian Church Service

Happy Birthday to:
October 1: Judy Sullivan
October 3: Tom Walford
October 5: Audrey Shaw

October 9: Jessica Dickens-Kilgore



HYMN INSERTS
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582 Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me
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Praise God, from Whom
All Blessings Flow

Doxology
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune,



Scripture Readings — October 4, 2026

New Testament Reading: Exodus 24:9-11 NRSVUE
CAROLE BLAKE

For three weeks we have walked with Israel through
Exodus. God made a way through the water. God gave
bread for the day. God met their thirst at the rock. Now the
road has brought them to the mountain. The people have
said yes to the God who saved them, and a few are invited
farther up—not because they have arrived, but because
God still means to be near. Listen for what happens next.
A reading from Exodus, chapter 24.

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the

elders of Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God of Israel.
Under his feet there was something like a pavement of sapphire
stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11 God did not lay his

hand on the chief men of the Israelites; they beheld God, and they
ate and drank.

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!



Primary Passage: 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, 16-17 NRSVUE
Pastor Christian Johnson

1 O | do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that our

ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,
2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 and

all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink.

For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock
was Christ.

16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of
Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of

Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all partake of the one bread.

This is the word of God!
Thanks be to God!



