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        September 27, 2026                    
 
 VIDEO                            Lift Up My Hands (Psalm 63) 
         
PRELUDE                       Praise, Elevation Worship                
  
WELCOMING OF VISITORS AND                         Damian Martin           
 LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
                                                                                                                
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                 Greg Smith  
One:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
Many:  who made heaven and earth.  
One:  Come, you who are thirsty. Come, you who are tired of 
 carrying it all yourself.  
Many:  We come to the One who does not turn away. We come 
 to the One who stays.  
One:  Lift up your hearts.  
Many:  We lift them to the Lord.  
One:  Let us worship God.  
All:  We come with open hands and with our hope set on 
 Jesus Christ. 

 *THE MORNING PRAYER                                                               Greg Smith             
Gracious God, you are faithful when we are worn and kind before 
we know how to ask. We praise you, for your mercy does not run 
dry. Jesus Christ, living water: you meet us as we are. In you, our 
thirst is not a shame, but an invitation to come and drink. 
Receive our praise. To you be glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN             Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing         Hymn 475 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                   Pastor Christian Johnson 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Merciful God, we confess that we trust you when the way is easy, 
and question you when it is not. We grow restless. 
We grow hard. We treat your silence as absence, and our fear as 
proof that we are on our own. We have been quick to judge, slow 
to give thanks, and unwilling to bring you the whole truth of our 



lives. We look for water on our own terms. We withhold our 
hearts, even as we ask you to help us. Forgive us. Do not let us 
hide in our thirst. Make us new by the mercy of Jesus Christ, 
who was faithful where we have not been. Amen. 

TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION  Pastor Christian Johnson 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  Pastor Christian Johnson                  
 Thanks be to God. 

*RESPONSE                          Hymn 582 
         Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
  
SHARING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST         Pastor Christian Johnson 
 And also with you. 
 
VIDEO                             A Love That Never Fails            

GOD’S WORD FOR OUR YOUNG DISCIPLES            Ginny Goodbar 
All children are welcome in the front  
Parents - livestream in progress (kids in front will be viewed online) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   Greg Smith                                        
New Testament Readings:   I Corinthians 10:1-4 NRSVUE           
         This is the Word of God! 
                 Thanks be to God! 

ANTHEM                Fairest Lord Jesus                   arr John Innes 

SERMON                                  The Rock Who Stays        
          Exodus 17:1-7 NRSVUE                                              
                                                 Pastor Christian Johnson     
        This is the Word of God!   Thanks be to God! 
 
*RESPONSIVE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 



heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
        the holy catholic church;  
        the communion of saints;  
        the forgiveness of sins;  
        the resurrection of the body;  
        and the life everlasting. Amen 

                            
CALL TO OFFERING                  Pastor Christian Johnson 

OFFERTORY                       
  You are invited to use this offertory as a time to reflect  
   on your offering to God 

*DOXOLOGY              Hymn 606 
                Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION/PASTORAL PRAYER /LORD’S PRAYER
      Pastor Christian Johnson 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever.  Amen.    
 

*HYMN                        All Creatures of Our God and King          Hymn 15 
            
*BENEDICTION                   Pastor Christian Johnson 
 
POSTLUDE                Falling in Love with Jesus           Jonathan Butler 

*If you are able, please rise in body or spirit. 
Attendance last Sunday: 60 
Thank you to our Worship and Tech Teams, Gaill Blackburn, 
Britney Blackburn, Jessica Dickens-Kilgore, Bruce Jackson, 
Susan Martinez, Roy Martin, Aria & Alex Martin, Damian Martin.  



Thank you to those Serving today: 
Liturgist: Greg Smith 
Music Director: Damian Martin 
Guest Musicians: Jeffrey Kelly - Saxophone 
          Mark Ramsey - Piano/Organ 
Time with Children:  Ginny Goodbar 
Ushers: Carole Blake, Mary Ann Wilkie, Cheryl Williams 

 

   

 
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 4  
WORSHIP BEGINS AT 10:00 AM! 
On Sunday, October 4, we will gather with our friends from FPC 
Mesa to celebrate World Communion Sunday here at GPC. Please 
note: Our worship service will begin at 10:00 am on that day only. 
Mark your calendar and plan to join us for this meaningful time of 
shared worship. 
FRONTERA DE CRISTO MISSION TRIP - FEBRUARY 2–3, 2027 
The Missions Committee is forming a group to visit Frontera de 
Cristo on both sides of the U.S.–Mexico border (Douglas, AZ / Agua 
Prieta, Sonora). We will visit Café Justo and other ministry sites of 
this historic Presbyterian Border Ministry. Cost: $220 per person 
plus transportation. Passport required. Interested? Contact the 
church office. The Missions Committee will follow up. 
PW CIRCLE - NEW GROUP 
Presbyterian women's group is forming a second circle to give 
options to choose what fits your needs best. The new circle is 
meeting the last Wednesday of the month at 4:30pm, beginning 
September 30, at the home of Kitty Burgess. We will still offer the 3rd 
Saturday at 10:00 am for those who find that best. Let Kitty Burgess 
(480-580-6522) or Carole Blake (602-430-3864) know if you have 
questions.  
FOOD/CLOTHING COLLECTION OCTOBER 4! 
We will be collecting food and clothing for Mesa Mercy Market next 
Sunday, October 4. Stock up now and bring your donations next 
week. You will find the donation boxes in the Narthex. 

Announcements 

tel:(480)%20580-6522


 

FIRST TIME GUESTS - Welcome to our first-time visitors. A packet of 
information about our church is available in the entryway or from an 
usher. We’re glad you’re here!  
OFFERINGS/DONATIONS – You may donate to Gilbert Presbyterian 
by going to https://www.azgpc.org/giving-options.html. Thank you 
for your support. 
LOOKING FOR A CHURCH HOME? - If you’re thinking about joining 
Gilbert Presbyterian Church, PC(USA), or would like a refresher 
course on what being a Presbyterian Christian means, please call 
the church office at 480-892-6753 to let us know of your interest.   
FELLOWSHIP TIME - We invite everyone to join us following our 
worship service this morning for a time of refreshments and 
fellowship in the Palmer Center.  
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The Children’s Sunday School Class will be studying about Paul, in a 
series entitled “Amazing Adventures: Paul’s Amazing Quest” We 
look forward to youngsters ages 5 and up joining us! The Children’s 
class meets on most Sundays, immediately after the children’s 
message. 
CHOIR REHEARSAL  
Do you like to sing? Well, come and join our choir. Our rehearsals 
are on Thursday’s from 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm in the sanctuary. Even if 
you have never sung before we welcome everyone! 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY- Join us each Wednesday at 11:00 am 
for Bible Study. We are studying the Book of Acts!  All are welcome!  
ADULT BIBLE STUDY - Our Bible Study Sunday School meets  
@ 10:30 am in Room 7.  All are welcome!  
VIDEO BIBLE STUDY - Video Bible Study meets at 10:30 am in Room 
6 of the Palmer Center. Join us for a time of faith, fellowship, and fun 
as we view videos followed by discussion. No bible expertise 
needed!! We are now doing the study Five things God Uses to Grow 
Your Faith narrated by Andy Stanley.   

 

 

GPC General Information 



  This Week at GPC   

      Sunday, September 27, 2026 
 9:00 am – Online & In Person Worship Service 

Children’s Sunday School 
  10:00 am – Coffee Time in the Palmer Center 

10:30 am - Video Sunday School - Room 6 
10:30 am - Adult Sunday School - Room 7 

 1:00 pm – Revival Presbyterian Church Service 
 

Tuesday, September 29 
8:00 am - Men's Breakfast 

Wednesday, September 30 
11:00 am - Bible Study 

4:30 pm - PW Circle meets at Kitty Burgess’ home 
Thursday, October 1 

7:00 pm - Choir Rehearsal 
 

        Sunday, October 4 
World Communion Sunday 
WORSHIP BEGINS AT 10:00!  

FOOD & CLOTHING COLLECTION FOR MERCY MARKET  
 10:00 am – Online & In Person Worship Service 

Children’s Sunday School 
  11:00 am – Coffee Time in the Palmer Center 

  1:00 pm – Revival Presbyterian Church Service 

Happy Birthday to: 
 September 27: Gaill Blackburn 
September 27: Cheri Peterson 
September 29: Jewell Nichols 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN INSERTS 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



Scripture Readings – September 27, 2026  Greg Smith 
 

 New Testament Reading:   1 Corinthians 10:1-4  NRSVUE   
 
Introduction to be said by liturgist: 

Paul writes to a church that has grown casual with holy 
things. He asks them to remember Israel in the wilderness—
not as a distant story, but as a warning and a mercy still 
speaking to us. Listen for the Christ who was already with his 
people, long before they knew how to name him. 
 
10 I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that 
our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 

4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from 
the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 

This is the word of God!  
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Primary Passage:  Exodus 17:1-7 NRSVUE    
        Pastor Christian Johnson 
 

17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of 

the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 

commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 

no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled 

with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses 

said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 

test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, 

and the people complained against Moses and said, 

“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out 

to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.”5 The Lord said to Moses, 

“Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders 

of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in 

front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 

water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” 

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He 

called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 

Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the 

Lord among us or not?” 

   
This is the word of God!  

Thanks be to God! 
 
 


